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A HEBREW PRIMER 


A critical knowledge of the languages in which 
the Bible is written may involve time and labor, 
but some acquaintance is within the reach of 

‘all. It is impossible to overestimate the ability 
to read the critical commentaries, and with the 
aid of grammar and dictionary to test theories and 
suggestions as they arise. Otherwise, students are 
the victims of exegesis. Even the best transla- 

tions fall short of the originals. Doubtless the 

English Bible contains more than enough for one’s 

salvation, but far too often English speech breaks 

down in the effort to convey the delicate shades 

“of meaning that so abound in the original tongues 

’ in which the books of the Old and New Testaments 

‘) were written. 

«, If the Testaments are to lie open on the desk 
and if counsel and inspiration are to be sought 
from their pages, then ought the preacher and the 
> teacher to seek every means and every help for 
~) using them aright. 

\. The following outline and tables are an attempt, 
~ {not at a scientific statement, but to show the 
‘s bare essentials in such form as to be readily under- 
8 stood and used by the learner. It is not proposed 
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to do away with the use of paradigms: the ear is 
ever a valuable aid to the eye. Much less is it 
proposed to escape from the grammar: the purpose 
is, rather, to summarize and to render more intel- 
ligible the beginnings of grammar. ‘This outline 
should accompany, not supplant, the grammar. 


SomE UsreFruL SMALL Books 


Breslau, M. H. Compendious Hebrew Grammar. 
London, 1895. 35 cents. 

Davidson, A.B. An Introductory Hebrew Gram- 
mar. 18th Ed. Edinburgh, 1907. $1.80. 

Koenig, Eduard. Hebraische Grammatik. Leip- 
zig, 1908. 85 cents. 

Lucas and Abrahams. Hebrew Lesson Book. 
London, 1903. 75 cents. 
Mitchell, H.G. Hebrew Lessons. Boston, 1905. 
$1.80. 

Hebrew-English Lexicon (small). Bagster, Lon- 
don, 1907. 90 cents. 


For Practice READING 


Hebrew Bible, Hebrew and English in parallel 
columns. Berlin, 1903 (Br. and For. Bible Soc.). 
$2.00. 

Tischendorf, Baer, Delitzsch: Liber Psalmorum 
Hebraecus atque Latinus (Jerome). Leipzig, 1874. 
$2.00. 
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I. The Hebrew alphabet consists of twenty-two 
characters :— 








Stans Namns Stans Names 
N Aleph DO mem 

2 béth 5; ndn 

5 gimél re) samékh 
5 daléth y ‘Syin 
a hé 5: F) pé 

- wiw = y sadhé 
: ziyin p k6éph 
rn héth = résh 

a) téth w shin 

" yodh w sin 

<a 7 k&ph i taiw 

) limédh 


2. The characters > a; 7 Fy ' are the final 


forms of their respective alternates. 

3. The sound of each of the characters is indi- 
eated by the initial letter of its name. The dot 
under one of these letters indicates a slightly modi- 
fied sound of that letter. See further below, III. 

4. These letters are all consonants. 

5. Hebrew is written from right to left. 
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II. According to their sound values consonants 
are divided as follows: 


(1) Gutturals—y, mh mm (7) 
(2) Palatals—4, 5, 5, P 
(3) Linguals—4, 0, =: et T 
(4) Dentals—, d, &, Uw, w 
(5) Labials—3, 1) 2 5 
III. 5, 35, 4,3, 5, mM are pronounced respectively 
bh (or v), gh, dh (th as in this), kh, ph (or f), and 
th (asin thin). 3, 5, 4, 5, B, 7, are pronounced 
respectively b, g,d,k, p,t. This dot is called a light 
(le-ne) daghesh. A daghesh in any other consonant is 
a strong daghesh (for-te) and doubles the consonant. 
Neither daghesh occurs in a guttural consonant. 
IV. The vowels are represented by certain marks 
written above or below the consonants. In gen- 
eral their values are as English a, e, i, 0, u. 


T = a in father 
cane: = é in fete 
: = é in these 
Long ie - : : 
= (+) = i in machine 
aires = 3 in pole 
5 = oo in pool 
s- = i in pat 
= = é in pet 
Short ay = i in pin 
ate = 6 in pot 
y = t in put 
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VY. The sh*°wa. 1. There are as many syllables 
in a Hebrew word as there are vowels. The vowels 
(except one use of short a, called pathach furtive) 
are sounded with preceding consonants. 

2. Syllables may end or begin in one or even two 
consonants. In case a word begins with two 
consonants, the pronunciation is helped by a 
very short e sound, called a sh*wa, written under 
the first consonant. 

3. In case the initial consonant is not a gut- 
tural, the sh‘wa is written =. If the initial conso- 
nant be a guttural, the sh*’wa is combined with 
one of the short vowels, as =, = very short a; 
=, = very short e; 7, = very short o. 


EXERCISES 


Name and give values of all letters and diacrit- 
ical marks. Note syllables. 


pmo rity oie sop APSE MPs mR mr 
PMN "2 AO NS TON 3 road: nd 
:"9aD :7ED D1 mga sb: saa 
I. Hebrew nouns and verbs are built up on 
certain primitive forms called roots. These roots 
regularly contain three consonantal letters. 


II. There are two genders, masculine and fem- 
inine. The mas. sing. shows the same consonants 
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as the stem: the fem. sing. adds the ending —_ 
The mas. plu. adds the ending 51; the fem. plu. 
ends in 94 

III. There is also a dual, generally used of 
objects occurring in pairs. The mas. dual ends 
in D> to the mas. sing.; the fem. dual adds D_ 
to the original form of the fem. sing. 

IV. Nouns when used in relation to other nouns 
—for example, possession—assume a shortened form 
called the construct state. In mas. dual and plu. 
Cities and *__lose 9 and become »_. Fem. sing. 


= becomes m__ (original form). Otherwise no 
= ~ 


changes occur. 

The above rules hold for all nouns, both sub- 
stantive and adjective, except when the adjective 
is used predicatively, that is, asserted of the subject. 


EXERCISES 
Analyze the following forms: 
mets ab: Dio $10: maib : TED 
SOMO my: wR : OSA? t iy a 
re) 7 : TT: oan | : mR) "ON 
V. In case the noun is ‘imited by a personal 
pronoun, the said pronoun is indicated by an 
abbreviated form appended as a suffix to the noun. 


We show below the several pronouns and the 
suffixes representing them: 
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PERSONAL PRONOUNS 


Sing. 
le xox LF 
. 1 Sl Oe 
2M. DN 
4 thou; 
2F. FN Gm) 
M. S37 he; 
3 Fr. Q she. 





Plur. 
lc. ITN or som) we; 


2.M. OnN 
2 PF. GEN) § rn te} 


3M. Opor sa 
ie they. 
3 F. " or mB 


PRONOMINAL. SUFFIXES 


WITH SINGULAR NOUNS 
Sing. 


~ 
om 


my. 


wow wo N» & 
SS 

: eget 
ae 
a 
> 


a a her 
Plur. 
me 33 (Our 
2M. DD_ 
- a your 
a a |e 
3 F ee 





WITH PLURAL NOUNS 
Sing. 
ne 5 my. 


2 oS 
Zo i i jw 


AM vot Ya oh ards 


= 
So Bea errs peers 
eh 
Plur 
1 "7 our 
2M aes 
9 ch your 
3M Or _ 
x22 T. their 


10 A HEBREW PRIMER 


VI. A noun may or may not have one or more 
changeable vowels. Accordingly, five classes of 
nouns may be distinguished: 

1. The first class nouns in which no changes 
occur. E. g.— 


Sing. Plur. 
Abs. O10 DIO 
Constr. DID ‘DID 


Suffixes are simply appended (regularly). 

Dual and plural forms are alike. 

2. Mas. and fem. nouns whose first vowel is 
shortened by added suffix are put in the second 
class. E. g.— 


Sing. Plur. 
Ab. TOY OvPDE 
Constr. aX "Te 


With light suffixes, as in "79x, 
With heavy suffixes, as in DoT OD TNs, 
3. Nouns of the third class have a mutable 


vowel in the ultima. Three groups are distin- 
guished, as represented in the following para- 


digms: 


A HEBREW PRIMER 11 


Singular 

1 2 3 
Abs. 380 amb MIDI 
Const. 3 an5 no 
Light Suffix parsA) "2nd TO 


Heavy Suffix D228 O22m5  Ooenoio 


Plural 
Abs. mazo 8 6ans moro 
Const. 337 ‘ans raerie) 
L. S. "237 "and yayene 
H. S. naka - Oana oop 


(1) In No. 2 whenever two vocal sh*was occur, 
as with ae D2» Py the first sh°wa 
gives place to a short vowel, _ or __ 

(2) In No. 3 final s__ becomes original m_. 

7 - 


4. The fourth class includes mas. and fem. 
nouns with two changeable vowels, as in: 
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Singular Plural 

1. Mas.) 2. (Fem.) 1 2 
Abs 2320 TBD] Abs. Bago map 
Const. 322 mq)| Const. 23 ming 
L.8: "a3 ma7 L. 8. “22 nD 
HS. noes Dop2} | HS. ops oan 


5. Class five includes the so-called segholate nouns, 
as In: 


Singular 
1. (Mas.) 2.(Fem.) 3. (Fem.) 
Abs. Jeo O20 BI 


\ 5! c. 
Const. 322 mda ny2in 
L.8. 360 cnsbo ocmybia 
H.8. oopo9 ofna>g oomtin 


Plural 
Ab. oo nish nivzin 
Const. "200 nidoa nivoin 
Dies o>) 9) =) = 
HS pepe opniyee opie 
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EXERCISES 
Translate the following forms: 
PSY NTS joss " PNUD OY TES f DTIS 
DIO (give plu.) Tas (give plu. and plu. constr.) ; 
_ EO (= book), my book, their book, his book, her 
book, their (mas. and fem.) book, your (mas. and 
fem.) book ; 3m5 (= writer). 
VII. It is well here to learn the defutes article 
as this often occurs with nouns. The definite 
article assumes the form of a prefix .=, Its form 


occurs as follows: : 
Before ordinary consonants | (+ daghesh forte 


in bosom of following letter). 


m1 n Socata 
Bef ttural eerie at 
efore gutturals = y iccenteds 


mp (unac.) my a heer) 
T T ie ee 


EXERCISES 
Prefix the article before the following words: 
Pwr: par spss Sha: tow som 
PMR INT DIAS an 
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I. In the analysis of the Hebrew verb six points 
are to be considered: the form of the action (ex- 
pressed in the stem), mood, tense, person, number, 
and object (a pronominal aa 


L. ORY + Dep +3 

1. Simple a), ‘henhet (2), 3d sing. (no ending), 
mas. (2), mas. 3d sing. suffix (4). 

2. DANS, On -+ + 3an3. 

2. Simple perf. (1), 1st plur. (3), mas. 3d plur. 
suffix (4). 

II. The five verb stems (two exceptions Qal, 
pia) and Pi‘el, Sup, doubled middle consonant 


—tj—) are indicated by a prefix: 
, 1. Simple active (Qal)—simple form of the verb, 
peer 

2. Simple passive (Niphal), originally a reflexive, 
20R) 2). 

3. Causative active (Hiphil), OR (1): 


Causative passive (Hophal), Supa (—-). 
4. Intensive active (Pi‘el), up) double middle 


consonant (—tj—). 
Intensive passive (Pu‘al), Pup» doubled middle 
consonant (—tj—). 
5. Reflexive, e. g. acting for or on one self, 
Sup (—nn). 
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III. There are four moods expressed by inflec- 
tional forms—indicative, imperative, participle, in- 
finitive. E. g., in the first stem 0p: Sop: Sup, 
Sup (Diup). Other shades of meaning, as con- 
tingency, permission, volition, etc., are generally 
expressed by the indicative (generally imperfect), 
with adverbial forms. 

Note 1.—The imperative is not used with neg- 
atives: the Imperf. Ind. (Jussive) is used instead. 

Norr 2.—Of the infinitive there are two forms: 
(1) the absolute (as bp), generally expressing in- 

tensity when preceding a finite verb (as Sbpn bp) 
or continuance (occasionally intensity) when it fol- 
lows the finite verb (as 2ikR. Spm): (2) the con- 
struct, which answers to the uses of the English 
infinitive. It may take suffixes and prepositional 
prefixes. 

IV. In Hebrew, action is viewed not strictly 
as past or future, but as complete (perfect) or 
incomplete (imperfect). Reference is, rather, to 
state than to time of action. In the imperfect 
this feature is expressed by a preformative, a rem- 
nant of the personal pronoun, which has also a 
personal significance. 
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IMPERFECT 
Sing. 3 M. — Plur. 3 M. 4 
3 F—T 3n—-F 
2 M.—f 2M—F 
OPE am 3) 2 Fis 
(m or F)1 c.— lo 


Nore 1.—The derivation of these forms will 
appear from a comparison of the above table with 
the paradigm of the personal pronoun. 


Sing. 3M. SOT Plu.3 Mm. OF 
3F 3 F. n 
2m. Mims (A) 2m. Ooms (A) 
2 py (A) 2m ty &) 
lc (IR ® 1c. 4373) () 
oe ora} 


Nore 2.—In the Hiphil, = in the first syllable 
represents the original vowel, weakened in the perf. 
tO ==: 

VY. The person of the actor is further indicated 
by suffixes (also remnants of the personal pronoun). 
In Hebrew the pronoun is added to, and not, as 
in English, written before the verb. E. g., Eng. 
I write; Heb. write-I, 72MD, where H— (for “S—) 


is for "55", There are thus two sets (or double 
oN 
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sets) of endings, one for the perfect (tense) and one 
for the imperfect (tense). 


"INDICATIVE 
Perfect Imperfect 
Sing. 3 M. — Sing. 3 mM. — 
Pe ea ea 3 Fr — 
T 
2M. f}— 2M. —= 
T 
2 F. le Paes as a 
.-r. So 1 Gos 
Plur. 3 M. }— : Plur. 3 mM. }— 
3 F. }— 3 Fr. — 
T 
2M. OF}— 2M. }— 
2 F. jn 7S ine be 
loc 5— loa — 
IMPERATIVE 
Sing. 2 mM. — Plur. >— 
a an ‘ 
: T 


Nore 1.—The personal endings of the imperative 
are the same as those of corresponding forms of 
the imperfect. In the 2d and 3rd stems occurs 
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the preformative (the 2d stem may have 5 in the 
absolute infinitive).__E. g., opi SUP? 

VI. The pronominal object, like the personal sign, 
is affixed to the stem, following the personal ending 
if there be such. 

Eng. I wrote it. Heb. wrote-I-it, yrmans. 
Thus all the several personal pronouns (i. e., the 
sufixes derived therefrom) would be added to the 
verb to express the several persons (§ 5). To these 
combinations (stem -+ personal ending) the pro- 
nouns, each and severally, will be affixed (stem + 
personal ending + personal suffix) to express per- 
sonal object, as above. E. g., >up (stem) ; "nop 


I killed; dup, I killed it. 


Note 1.—The following table shows the several - 
verbal suffixes expressing the object: 


SINGULAR 
After a consonant After a vowel. 
Perf. Imperf. and Imper. Perf., Imperf., Imper. 
3M. 4, 9, WW, 3 M. oe Fe 3 M. » yt— 
Oak Meth ye 3%. FW on. 3° Fee 
T Ty T M fae iy 


2M. 5). 4M. 5} 2 ae 
2.3. Be ee 2 ¥, = 2 F. Ba 


(ERG bnee ech be 1 cee 1c. 53 
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PLURAL 
3M. D_, o_ 3M. D_ 3M. O— 
3 F. ~ l= 0 F. l= 3 OF. Pe 
Coe. 2M. DD_ 2M. D5— 
Po.) 3 — I Petey leo }5— 


Notre 2.—Before certain of the suffixes of the 
imperfect the verb stem is strengthened, being in- 
creased by }_, of which __ becomes _. Assimi- 
lation then occurs between the j— and the con- 
sonant of the suffix, e. g., "Op =o43+3+ Sup’. 


EXERCISES 
! ! 
Pai bon. { Pama t Tams 3 aA2) } HAH 
iit nad eo Tir be nt 
J 
3 HIAD) : ons) $ anon) : “ee | myanon 
1 


Pee ang): "EREP P4DND +5 Sporn t {OAD 
: POFBNT t ‘DOESNT : ANSON 3 mpanA 


$IMIHII : DMD] + ARDS : syREon : aD 

. . ' 
pan> + mand + Ana : ADH : 3an2 
DAD i AMD i An2): Pomp: anla : om apn 
$ OM2NI: IAy mat nn23 
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2. Write out full conjugation of DOP 2 , using 


the principles outlined above. 


EXERCISES 


8.2 TAT Aw. Wa Tax t MEST 3n3" 


T 
row or 28 780 ning): aml Wy + 309) 
: oth ‘Lon a” T2°0 ba ")} D2222-ny 23am 
Won 3 OPM Maw : ear aal O72 p7 DN 
: TENN 

VII. Special forms of the verb. 

1. The jussive form, found in 2d and 3d persons, 
comes by a contraction of the last syllable of the 
imperfect. In the regular verb this can occur only 
in the third stem, e. g., POR jussive, Sup. In 
the other stems simple imperfect and jussive agree 


in form. The jussive may express a command, 
bp? Let him kill; an entreaty, as, May he kill; in 


the negative a dissuasion, pices Sy, Let him not 


kill. The characteristic of the j jussive is rapidity of 
pronunciation, with tendency to recession of tone, 
i. e., a sharp command, urgency. 

2. The cohortative, which is formed by adding 
the syllable mes to the imperfect, 1st sing. or plur., 


expresses desire or intention and is almost exclu- 
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sively used in the Ist person. E. g., FamDy, Let 
me write. een 

3. Consecution of-tenses. In stating a series of 
past events the first verb is put in the perfect, 
succeeding verbs in the imperfect with waw-con- 
secutive: conversely in a series of future events, 
the imperfect (or the imperative) is followed by 
perfects introduced by waw-consecutive (conversive). 
With the perfect, waw-consecutive is written 4, sub- 


ject to the changes of 1 conjunctive; with the 


imperfect, .) (like the article); the daghesh is often 
omitted with 4, and pathach (2) is lengthened to 


Kamets be) before sm Eng, Wat) amot (=, in 
meaning, 9297 272) : Supt, upyd. 


Nore 1.—The rule for consecution of tenses does 
not hold if a negative adverb or other form especially 
limiting the verb precede it: 


VIII. The so-called irregular verbs differ from 
the regular conjugation in the vocalization, due to 
the presence of one or more of the gutturals (x, 7, 
Tm y), or of yodh (5), waw (4), or nun (3), which 
letters require for their enunciation certain vocalic 
changes, e. g., 

Regular Lamedh-guttural Lamedh-aleph Ayin-waw 


moup 2 now mesa. Ap 
ny : T tk . 3 


School of Theolegy 
at Claremont 


22 A HEBREW PRIMER 


Nortet 1.—Gutturals, e. g., do not take daghesh- 
forte (i. e., are not-doubled), do not take simple 
sh‘wa, and for their enunciation prefer severally 
some vowels above the others. 

Note 2.—The old paradigm of the grammars 
had the verb Syp, Hence as the guttural was 


the first, second, or third radical, the verb was known 
as Pe-guttural, Ayin-guttural, Lamedh-guttural: 
similarly, waw (4), yodh (4), nun (3), aleph (ys), 
and hé (5). 

Show wherein the following forms differ from 
corresponding forms of the regular verb: 


Soi: pina: bmp: ad: Dem Sos 
: Soo wa: pen: Tao: pow: yaw 
PANDA) | DIDS NP? 
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AEM? 


PoP et tlt? 
aaa atts ere rt! 
Higpstiedt teat UES A Hietyrass STE 
Heranrir ta tedetere ttt eneteset atte ty nietstansttnees Tievptersytratee 
54) .} Tetetetate rite tee. Teleletety ete! celeste tetety te lelt, 
nrtytehte eetesteratteatinny tate rp tcteeteiseti es alata tate 
SSH MA MSA MHS Tateletatats tals Peeetstesatetete ty a BRS RO at rN tetet 
rietelgigtetetatanepeeey tered! steaprenettrrietrsete Seieteteetarerirant Seb eaehtae Mae M Dh atgS SRS 
TeheTylatolatetstel ene pesibetet tte ritletetetetettelets! aleteleteletitete? ee tetleetetnt DS OSHS KOSS SS Og 
MSS SS AE BSsaehs ca asaese hast Tete teeedodi at Meritt sargnapeinatete sit ye 
fetes BSH EMS AGS é reedetetatet aly ta tetas tate Batak stsestase dinenieenislettites vo anette ste BRASS: 
BASSE aca aS Y BHREHGS Hhetistinsr trie SRR NREB SHS 
eet tele tfeletelat ta tetyty: ergrerisintnenaratesttety stably: Pipers tegt reletetrtete 4% Tatatete 
retitat pete: ala teestgtire atta eietateieieieirerittntattataten siscseaaneescoa at ons MISE sibs 
erent ait piatelatent tite Marta h lettre teeter iy ScStsaae See aa aaa cs 13434 
Niatsiecstattaty i ratty eittalalaleteteleteteretatetetet rite SRC oE SE DG Behe hk $6 
eaten! Hants RR RS Pinned 
netettetatytyt riser ate! $s $a0o5? etettetet let rr eteleelete 
fatetetet ranar ty satetetetel : it aay terestetetgtet ei Trstetette tela teleier?, i 
TetereTeleleTelg' tata ete, eleseie tet? ietetes VTP eeltetytgiete 
oneretentyte sae it) Teltth aint 5 solplteleceteteleletentiniratetressy! 
iareisytett Teel Fite nte ty etettrietetties elatere! Se 434 Sena atte efeletetetete 
Sty af of ! fe epertateteteted: 
let sia et Wattitintitiet Hee taeda trteteteatalaladaloe tattle egtylaty 
‘ atetatelelalatpte unitate eieigiy eustrtepeerete tater tetetets 
3 atesetotet ts, nisleltrietetatety, ata lets Teleleltieletete eteealett: 
Be rani LS OR eM amet 
the ef ett, Ty) Bie careening et tere? 4 
eat uhauaaimenntars matte iinet rte : esse retetat tenant tet ase 
aS 28 teeieteletete letter tele lel tetea COA SG Aaalerrreatete ttt SSE ROSS OES IS 
i i Heletetateteaat tet neat EA RS SRS sa eatin fected BRR SH ses 
sets eit Neteteteteletetgtnteaisintetste iets, Tet atele pletely cee te? tet Tete tet et ye S525 MOD tatetet tatatel, Tet ae 
Hentarey beats eA Rg Bitar nett EIS Hat scat ate SBR SSS Sesaa at aren 
titptatereta?, erate Mraleleetetsiee ninety re eit titted etitetete tetetatatete's stateltat stele aieieteteigtetetetetets 
eat ES Ss sate telst etrteleleleetneietsrontinit tis Ta Telritrpetgies prelerrir tase Tee reeatecetasatgeataretg letters rece tyeretatetoeaeats tits 
re tatete tetera Mirlateielelet ey tatg lett obeltetesrtetrarecatelarsteatterste gy ehtssaretitere esp etetea ene ty Nar etetatatetety ty tatateltcast tates Teheran Peetgtat as 
nied! 5 rele eter y's eeisttieiytet ie cel protelal pers reirinege te tate Teteretrlettet citer ry, M4 Telytetalote?, Teleteletytetetetettety Ty! 
Hietemnaanean nese SASH Ba SS Ha aN mle ata ra 
So 4 ch. 65 BSS BSS ai tietels eTetel arate tate targ tate! otetoleletptpteleleteorsetety riety $s ae ee ak nate ts fete 
ntrintedtitiecelelelelet tity yes suretitatentntettecr PSEA MAES SSAC SC Baa EO BiH? eisleiaitiote eqeteedeisiey Socata ot aaa 
tt i} siateterieteteleteteteral rigaitteialetstetetel prety eprptareratarerorstaterata rely te Tatel pint Seieteled deleted telstra eget: 
Aatirbniabetalhetgreteteatratat tate een eiateirieletetetecetetel Ntetetstetaneatetetalatetetelels letaty tt telgten et i rattan i 624) 
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